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1. Editorial 
 
For several years Adriaan de Kraker has represented the BENELUX countries in the 
European Society for Environmental History. Adriaan did a wonderful job, not at least in 
launching this newsletter informing everyone interested in Environmental History 
within The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxemburg on upcoming events, conferences, job 
positions, new research projects etc. within the broad field of environmental history – 
histoire de l’environnement – milieugeschiedenis/ecologische Geschiedenis.   Having 
served several terms as regional representative, Adriaan did not aim to stand for 
reelection, and so I had the pleasure to succeed him in this function, and was appointed 
to do so during the Ordinary General Meeting of ESEH held in Versailles, in July 2015. 
First of all, I wanted to thank Adriaan for this long commitment to ESEH and 
environmental history in the Benelux (which of course I hope he will continue). 
Continuing the tradition a newsletter will be circulated provisionally twice a year with 
information on both the European Society for Environmental History and activities in 
the field.  
 
The newsletter is free and very informal. All information should be sent to 
tim.soens@uantwerpen.be     

 

2. New ESEH Board Elected 
 
At the ESEH Ordinary General Meeting held during the conference in Versailles, a new 
board was elected for the next two years. Members are: 

• Dolly Jørgensen (President),  
• Marcus Hall (Vice President) 
• Péter Szabö (Vice President),  
• Wilko Graf von Hardenberg (Secretary) 
• Ulrich Koppitz (Treasurer).  

The Regional Representatives Council has also chosen the following RRs to serve as 
members of the Board: Martin Knoll (chair and RR German speaking countries); 
Giacomo Parrinello (Italy); Stefan Dorondel (Romania); Adam Izdebski (Poland); Hrvoje 
Petric (Croatia). 
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3. Journal for the History of Environment and Society 
 
The Journal is the successor of the Belgian-Dutch Jaarboek voor Ecologische Geschiedenis 
(published since 1995). The first issue will be published End 2015 
The Journal aims to be a leading on-line and open-access magazine that covers various 
aspects of environmental history in the broadest sense of the word. Emphasis is upon 
studies which focus on the historical relations between environmental changes and the 
social-historical context. Interregional and international comparative articles are getting 
special attention. 
 
Contributions should be of high scientific quality. Because of the interdisciplinary nature 
of the discipline, papers should be easy-to-read for all disciplines of the field, which 
ensures their accessibility to a wider audience as well. 
 
To ensure scientific quality, JHES follows a strict double-blind peer-review procedure. 
Geographically, the Journal is primarily – but not exclusively - focusing on NW-Europe 
including areas that had historical relations with that broad region. Articles with a more 
general geographic scope can also be published in the Journal. 
 
The articles are published in English, French or German. Articles in French and German 
must have an extended English summary and should be introduced by a bilingual 
(English and French or German) abstract. In the latter case, the subtitles from the 
illustrations need to be bilingual as well. 
 
The JHES welcomes submissions on articles concerning the Environmental History: 
http://jheswebsite.com/index.html 
 

4. Upcoming conferences & workshops 
 

 
Drie steden aan de rand van het land. Werkgroep Stedengeschiedenis Utrecht 15 
oktober 2015 
Op woensdag 14 oktober 2015 organiseert de Werkgroep Stedengeschiedenis een 
studiemiddag getiteld ‘Drie steden aan de rand van het land: Vlissingen, Groningen en 
Maastricht’. Locatie: Sweelinckzaal, Drift 21 te Utrecht. De studiedag is gratis voor 
eenieder toegankelijk, wel graag aanmelden via jan@jvdn.nl ovv ‘3 steden’. 
 
Global History Seminar VU Amsterdam 29 oktober 2015 
15.00-15.25  Dr. Jan de Rijk, Mensen en vogels in Nederland, 1500-1920 
15.25-15.45  vragen en discussie 
15.45-16.00  pauze 
16.00-16.25  Prof. dr. Petra J.E.M. van Dam, De slag om de zeewering en de internationale 
handel in konijnenvellen 
16.25-16.45 vragen en discussie 
Locatie: Vrije Universiteit, De Boelelaan 1105 , 1081 HV Amsterdam, Amsterdam 
Zie: http://www.vu.nl/nl/over-de-vu/contact-routebeschrijving/routebeschrijvingen 
Zaal: hoofdgebouw, zaal 5A-32. 
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Toegang: vrij 
Aanmelden: Dr. S. W. Verstegen, email: S.W.verstegen@vu.nl, tel.020-5986355 
 
The short- and long-term responses of European societies to environmental 
shocks and hazards in the pre-industrial period: developing comparative research  
Workshop Utrecht University 26-27 November 2015. Organisation and more info: Dan 
Curtis (d.r.curtis@uu.nl)  
 
Crossing Borders, Porto, 5-7 November 2015 
Portuguese conference on environmental history Crossing Borders, 5-7 November in 
Porto (see http://eseh.org/cfp-portuguese-conference-on-eh/) 
 
ESEH2017 in Croatia 
The next biennial ESEH meeting will be held 28 June - 2 July 2017 in Zagreb, Croatia. 
The theme will be "Contact/Conflict Environments - Environments in areas of contact 
among states, economic systems, cultures and religions". Because of unusual shape of 
Croatia’s territory and because of its historical development as a contact or conflict area 
of different worlds – Christianity and Islam, maritime and continental tradition to name 
a few - Croatia is a great place to study contact environments. Different cultures and 
different economies have different ways of using the environment and its resources. 
Such heterogeneity can be seen in present and past landscapes. Croatia is also a prime 
example of a conflict environment due to its characteristic of a “border-country”: due to 
historical circumstances and conflicts of major European powers during the last 500 
years, it is shaped as a crescent and there is no place within Croatia that is located more 
than 70 km from an international border. Borders between different cultural groups and 
historical political entities have created visible marks in the landscape, including in 
urban and peri-urban areas. Excursions planned for the conference will highlight zones 
and places of contact and/or conflict. 
 
 
 
 

5. Call for papers 
 

XLIX Settimana di Studi FONDAZIONE ISTITUTO INTERNAZIONALE DI STORIA 
ECONOMICA "F. DATINI": WATER MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE (12TH-18TH 
CENTURIES): 14-17 maggio 2017. Deadline: 15 October 2015 

Water was a source of wealth which facilitated, fostered or brutally halted economic 
development in the Ancien Regime. Lack of hygiene meant that water was used less for 
drinking than other drinks, but as a raw material, source of energy, cooling, rinsing and 
cleansing agent, water was unequalled. It played a role in public and private relaxation 
and in health. Water also proved to be an ideal, safe and cheap means of transporting 
goods and ideas. Urban historians have long pointed to the enormous comparative 
advantage enjoyed by towns and regions whose favourable maritime or riverine location 
gave them access to cheap water-borne transport. But water just as often posed a threat 
to economic development and prosperity, whether due to its absence or its specific 
composition or level of pollution or to uncontrollable abundance. This duality is still 
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present today in our modern, globalised society. While huge quantities of fresh, potable 
water are wasted in the West, free or cheap access to fresh and abundant water supplies 
remains a major challenge for millions of individuals on the planet. Major floods in 
different parts of the world regularly cause economic damage and endless human 
suffering. 

With a Settimana devoted to the management of the water supply, excluding related 
topics as water consumption, water transport and the use of water in agriculture and 
industry, the Istituto Datini is seeking to draw attention to this element that is as 
ubiquitous as it is seminal in the economic history of Europe. 

http://www.istitutodatini.it/temi/eng/call.htm 
 
 
13th international Conference on Urban History, Helsinki (Finland), August 24-27 
2016: dead-line call for papers 31 October 2015  
 
The call for papers for the EAUH (European Association for Urban History Conference) is 
open until the end of October. Several sessions are focused on Environmental History: 
 
M15. Urbanizing Nature: the Role of the City in Reshaping Nature 1500–2000 (Dieter 
Schott, Darmstadt and Tim Soens, Antwerp) 
 
M23. The Street: Making and Meaning (19th and 20th Centuries) (Robert John Morris, 
Edinburgh and Geneviève Massard-Guilbaud, Paris) 
 
M34. Reconsidering Mass Housing and Environmental Thought After 1945 (Jeanne 
Haffner, Harvard; Markus Keller, Berlin) 
 
M35. Urban Automobility: Ambivalences and Disputes (Simon Gunn, Leicester and 
Christoph Bernhardt, Erkner) 
 
S01: Life in the Ruins: Nature and Urban Dereliction (Clare Griffiths, Sheffield and Erika 
Hanna, Edinburgh) 
 
S08: Sensing Urban Darkness and Light in Medieval and Early Modern Towns (Panu 
Savolainen, Turku; Sophie Reculin, Lille) 
 
S11: Natural Disasters and Relocation of Cities in Spanish America, 16th – 18th centuries 
(Elizabeth Montanez-Sanabria, UCLA and Víctor Álvarez Ponce, Peru) 
 
S13: Liminal Lives: Relations between Urban Societies and Non-Human Animals (16th – 
19th Century) (Clemens Wischermann and Aline Steinbrecher, Constance) 
 
S21: Urban Animals: Human–Animal Relations in 20th Century Urban Societies (Susanna 
Lidström,Stockholm and Taina Syrjämaa, Turku) 
 

6. Job Opportunities  
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Brown University - Assistant Professor, History and Environment and Society 
http://www.h-net.org/jobs/job_display.php?id=51059 

 
 
Ohio State University, Assistant (tenure-eligible) or Associate Professor (tenured) in 
Environmental History and Sustainability, https://www.h-
net.org/jobs/job_display.php?id=51721 

 
Drexel University, Assistant/Associate Professor, Transnational Environmental History 
https://www.h-net.org/jobs/job_display.php?id=51585  

 
 

7. Recent PhDs in Environmental History 
 
2/2/2015: Universiteit Antwerpen: Iason Jongepier: Drowned but not deserted. 
Interactions between social and ecological processes of estuarine landscapes after 
flooding.  Test-case: the Waasland polders on the west-bank of the river Scheldt (16th-
19th centuries) (supervisors: Tim Soens and Stijn Temmerman) 

 
19/12/2014:Universiteit Antwerpen: Maïka De  Keyzer, The  Common  Denominator.  
The survival  of  the commons in the late medieval Campine area (supervisor: Tim 
Soens)  
 
4/5/2015: Université de Namur: Julien Maréchal: Les pollutions de la grande 
industrie chimique. Contestation, régulation, connaissances (Belgique, 1810-1880) 
(supervisor Isabelle Parmentier) • 
 
VU Amsterdam: dr. Jan de Rijk, Geschiedenis van mensen en vogels 1500-1920 (Den 
Haag 2015), 1e promotor prof. dr. P.J.E.M. van Dam, VU, 2e promotor prof. dr. Henk 
Siepel, Universiteit Wageningen. De proefschrifteditie is vrij toegankelijk via: 
http://dare.ubvu.vu.nl/handle/1871/53091; De handelseditie is te verkrijgen via: 
http://www.anoda.nl/shop/index.php/vogels-en-mensen-in-nederland-1500-1920-
73639-www-anoda-nl.html 
 
University of Kansas (US): Adam D. Sundberg, Floods, Worms, and Cattle Plague: 
Nature-induced Disaster at the Closing of the Dutch Golden Age 1672-1764, 
University of Kansas, prof. dr. P.J.E.M. van Dam lid examencommissie, 1e promotor prof. 
dr. Gregory T. Cushmann. 
 
VU Amsterdam: dr. Carla de Wilt, Landlieden en hoogheemraden.  De bestuurlijke 
ontwikkeling  van het waterbeheer en de participatiecultuur in Delfland in de 
zestiende,  2e promotor prof. dr. P.J.E.M. van Dam, 1e promotor prof. dr. C.A. Davids.De 
handelseditei is uitgeven door Uitgeverij Verloren, Hilversum, 2015. 
 

 

8. New Books & Journal Issues 
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E. Thoen & T. Soens (eds.), Struggling with the Environment: 
Land Use and Productivity. Rural Economy and Society in north-
western Europe, 500-2000 (Turnhout, Brepols), XX+499 p., 40 
b/w ill., 178 x 254 mm, 2015; ISBN: 978-2-503-53047-5  
 
 
 
 
 

(http://www.brepols.net/Pages/ShowProduct.aspx?prod_id=IS-9782503530475-1)  
 

 
Chris De Bont: Amsterdamse boeren. Een historisch geografie 
van het gebied tussen de duinen en het Gooi in de middeleeuwen 
Verloren, Hilversum, 2014. Deel 2 in reeks ‘Waterstaat, cultuur 
en geschiedenis’, 303 p., geïll., ISBN 9789087044589, prijs 
€35,- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://www.verloren.nl/boeken/2086/249/5514/natuur-en-
milieu/amsterdamse-boeren 

 
 
 
Daniel R. Curtis, Coping with Crisis: The Resilience and 
Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements, Ashgate, 2014, 
978-1-4724-2004-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781472420046 
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Tijdschrift voor Waterstaatsgeschiedenis 2015/1 
 
Theme: Overvloed aan Water en IJs. Stand van zaken watersnoodonderzoek 

• Heuvel, Francien van den, 'Hulpverlening in 's-Hertogenbosch bij de watersnoden 
van 1740 en 1861', TvW 24(6-2015) 1, 3-10.   

• Sprang, Hans van, 'Waarom overkomt ons dit?! Religieuze perceptie van 
grootschalige overstromingen in het Gelders rivierengebied in de periode 1741-
1861', TvW 24(6-2015) 1, 11-16.  

• Mooren, B.M. (Bas) van der, 'Ysdammen en ijkroppingen, Visie op ijsbestrijding in 
de grote rivieren gedurende de achttiende eeuw bij een geleerd genootschap', TvW 
24(6-2015) 1, 17-23.   

• Boomsma, Gerrit R. en Petra J.E.M. van Dam, '"Voor de ongelukkigen van de 
watersnood", Historisch onderzoek naar de donormotieven bij watersnoden in de 
negentiende eeuw', TvW 24(6-2015) 1, 24-37.  

• Siegel, Judith, 'De overstromingsramp van 12/13 maart 1906 in het waterschap 
Oud-Vossemeer, Leerprocessen en omgangsstrategieën in de Zeeuwse polder', TvW 
24(6-2015) 1, 38-46. 

See: http://www.jvdn.nl/pages/WG/TWG-jaargang.html 

Historisch Geografisch Tijdschrift 2015/1 

• Abrahamse, Jaap Evert en Marcel IJsselstijn: 'Je moet niet in vastliggende 
ruimtelijke structuren denken, maar in stromen, activiteiten, invloedssferen, 
constellaties’. Een interview met Ed Taverne over stedenbouw en stadsgeschiedenis 

• Grupstra, Niek: Typologie en groei van nederzettingen in de provincie Overijssel 
tussen 1840 en 2012 

• Wiersma, Jeroen: Essen, iezen, ikkers en gaasten. Ruimtelijke variatie van 
historische open akkercomplexen in de provincie Friesland 

See: http://www.matrijs.com/historisch-geografisch-tijdschrift/ 

 

 

 

 
 


